New Democrats Call for the Poverty Plan as Food Bank Use Spikes

Tuesday, Food Banks Canada released its report showing alarming increases in food bank use in 2009. Below is
New Democrat Tony Martin's press release and Question Period question.
Poverty Tuesday, Nov. 17th 2009

Mr. Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the hunger count on the number of people using food banks
is out and the figures are numbing: an 18% increase nationally and a whopping 61% in Alberta. One in ten people is
using a food bank for the first time and only one in five people has a job. Thirty-seven per cent of food bank
recipients are children. When will the government get its head out of the sand, stop passing the buck and give
Canada the leadership it needs for a national poverty plan?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, since we took
office, we have been working very hard to help Canadians get out of poverty and we have results. Through our
working income tax benefit, we helped 900,000 people in just the first year. When we went to enhance that, the
opposition voted against it.

We have also lowered taxes, particularly for the lower income brackets. We have lifted some 85,000 seniors off the
tax rolls now so they have money in their pockets. We have taken some 28,000 families and 60,000 children off the
welfare lines. We are getting the job done.

Mr. Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the numbers tell a different story. People are dropping off
El and on to welfare. Seventy-two thousand people came to a food bank for the first time, some with jobs that do not
pay enough or with inadequate disability or pension supports. Under international law, freedom from poverty is a
human right but not here in Canada. I have a simple question. Where is the leadership for a national poverty plan?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in our economic
action plan, we had several factors to protect jobs and to create jobs for Canadians so they would not need food
banks. We have invested significantly in infrastructure. We have provided extended benefits for employment
insurance and have made it easier to get for a longer period of time. Unfortunately, the leadership of which the hon.
member is speaking is sadly lacking in his party because his party voted against every one of these initiatives that
would help beleaguered Canadians.
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FOOD BANK USE SPIKES: NEW DEMOCRATS CALL FOR POVERTY PLAN
One in three children, one in ten adults are first-time users

OTTAWA - New Democrats say the need for a national poverty plan is growing more urgent as new statistics show
almost 800,000 people were assisted by a food bank in March 2009, an 18 per cent increase from a year ago.

One in ten food bank users were visiting the food bank for the first time and 37 per cent, almost 300,000, were
children, according a survey taken by Food Banks Canada in March, 2009. Alberta's food bank use jumped 61
percent.

"These figures are numbing, an unnecessary human tragedy only getting worse with this government's inaction,"
said New Democrat Poverty Critic Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie). "While we applaud the charities in our
communities doing their good work, the Conservatives have to get their heads out of the sand, stop blaming previous
governments and start showing the national leadership that the poor and our communities so desperately need."



"It is disturbing to note 72,000 people came to a food bank for the first time; some have work but their jobs don't
pay enough, or their pension, disability-related income supports or social assistance benefits provide too little to
afford even the bare essentials,” said Martin.

"We know that children born into poverty have a higher incidence of diabetes, heart disease, suicides and more,"
said New Democrat Child Poverty Critic Olivia Chow (Trinity-Spadina). "How can the Harper Conservatives
tolerate this shameful reality?"

"The future of our economy, health care and justice systems depend on ensuring that Canadians have a roof over
their heads, food on the table and equal footing," said New Democrat Housing Critic Megan Leslie (Halifax).
"Poverty is discriminatory and cyclical and significant government action is needed to defeat stigma and break the
cycle."

New Democrats support many of the measures called for by Food Banks Canada, including a new federal poverty
elimination plan, maintaining levels of federal transfers to provincial, territorial and First Nations governments, a
fairer El system, a maximum $5,000 Canada Child Tax Benefit, seniors' income security protection, affordable
urban and rural housing and public childcare.

To learn more about poverty in Canada, food bank use and Food Banks Canada's recommendations for individuals,
business and governments, visit its website at www.foodbankscanada.ca.

For further information, please contact:
Rick Prashaw, Office of Tony Martin, 613-992-8851
Marc-André Viau, press secretary, 613-295-9228 or viaumar@parl.gc.ca
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CROISSANCE FULGURANTE DE L'UTILISATION DES BANQUES ALIMENTAIRES :
LE NDP EXIGE UN PLAN POUR ELIMINER LA PAUVRETE Un enfant sur trois et un adulte sur dix visitent
une banque alimentaire pour la premiére fois

OTTAWA - Le Nouveau Parti démocratique affirme qu'il y a un besoin de plus en plus criant de mettre sur pied un
plan pour éliminer la pauvreté puisque de nouvelles statistiques démontrent que pres de 800 000 personnes ont eu
recours a une banque d'alimentation en mars 2009, soit une augmentation de 18 %, comparativement a I'an dernier.

Une personne sur 10 a visité une banque alimentaire pour la premiére fois et 37 %, soit prées de 300 000 personnes,
étaient des enfants, selon un sondage mené par Banques alimentaires Canada en mars 2009. En Alberta, la
croissance de l'utilisation des banques alimentaires a bondi de 61%.

Ces statistiques sont alarmantes et démontrent une tragédie humaine inutile qui s'aggrave au fil du temps puisque le
gouvernement ne fait rien,

a souligné Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie), porte-parole du NPD en matiere de pauvreté. Bien que nous
applaudissions les organismes de bienfaisance dans nos collectivités pour leur bon travail, les conservateurs doivent
arréter de jouer a l'autruche, doivent arréter de blamer les gouvernements précédents et doivent faire preuve de
leadership pour les collectivités et les citoyens qui ont tant besoin d'aide.

C'est choquant de voir que 72 000 personnes ont visité une banquet d'alimentation pour la premiére fois. Quelques-
uns d'entre eux ont un emploi, mais qui n'est pas assez payant, ou ils ont recours a de tells organismes parce que
leurs prestations de retraite, d'assurance-emploi ou d'aide sociale ne leur permettent pas de subvenir a leurs besoins
les plus primaires, a noté M. Martin.


http://www.foodbankscanada.ca/

Nous savons que les enfants nés sous le seuil de la pauvreté ont plus de chances de devenir diabétiques, de
développer des maladies cardiaques, de se suicider ou de vivre d'autres problémes sociaux, a affirmé Olivia Chow
(Trinity-Spadina), porte-parole du NPD pour les affaires concernant les enfants. Comment le gouvernement Harper
peut-il se faire complice de cette honteuse réalité ?

L'avenir de notre économie, de notre systéeme de santé et de notre systeme judiciaire dépend de notre capacité a
mettre en ouvre des plans pour assurer que tous les Canadiens ont un toit et de la nourriture & mettre sur la table, a
déclaré la porte-parole du NPD en matiere de logement, Megan Leslie (Halifax). La pauvreté est un phénomeéne
discriminatoire et cyclique. Le gouvernement peut et doit agir pour briser I'isolement et ce cycle de pauvreté.

Le NPD appuie plusieurs des mesures demandées par Banques alimentaires Canada, notamment de mettre sur pied
un nouveau plan fédéral d'élimination de la pauvreté, de maintenir des niveaux de transferts fédéraux aux
gouvernements provinciaux, territoriaux et des Premiéres nations, d'avoir un régime d'assurance-emploi plus
équitable, d'offrir une prestation fiscale canadienne maximale de 5 000 $ pour enfants, d'augmenter la protection de
la sécurité de revenu pour les ainés, d'offrir des logements ruraux et urbains abordables et de créer un systeme de
garderies abordables.

Pour en apprendre davantage sur la pauvreté au Canada, sur I'utilisation des banques d'alimentation et sur les
recommandations faites par I'organisme Banques alimentaires Canada, visitez le site Web de I'organisme a l'adresse
www.foodbankscanada.ca.

Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec :
Marc-André Viau, attaché de presse, 613-295-9228 ou viaumar@parl.gc.ca
Rick Prashaw, bureau de Tony Martin, 613-992-8851

For more information contact:
Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies
151 Slater Street, #701
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5H3
Phone: 613-238-2422
Email: caefs@web.ca
On the web: http://www.elizabethfry.ca/
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